Preface                                   j

It was the first flight made in England. But his
position as Britain's greatest aeronautical pioneer does
not rest on this. He pioneered not only flight itself;
but also the tractor biplane, the triplane, and the
closed cabin machine. His 9 h.p. 1909 triplane
achieved flight with less power than any other machine
until 1923. He built what must still be looked upon
as the best aeroplane ever produced, the ' Avro' two-
seater training machine which was manufactured in
thousands during the Great War, and which set up
a record in its length of useful life.

The War proved the worth of' A. V.'s' work to the
populace. But the use of the aeroplane for war he
held, and still holds, in detestation. He says in these
pages that if the aeroplane is to continue being
developed primarily as a weapon of war, it might have
been as well if all those early experiments had ended
in nothing. But at the same time he expresses the
belief that eventually the aeroplane will be turned from
destructive to constructive purposes and be used for
the benefit and not the downfall of mankind. The
War of 1914 altered the scale of ' A. V.'s ' work from
the smallest to the largest. It was a big change from
the time when he cycled from Wandsworth carrying
on his shoulder some long pieces of timber which were
to fulfil all his wood requirements, to the time when
his company was buying timber by the shipload.

Although the War established ' A. V.' as not only
a great pioneer, but also as a great manufacturer, he
was still to hear one more echo of his early experiences.
In June 1928, twenty years after he had made his
first flight, an august committee was set up which
inquired into the matter of first flights in England, and
decided that ' A. V.'s ' was not the first ' free ' flight
as the committee understood that term, but that the
first ' free' flight was made some time afterwards.
Actually it is almost immaterial whether the pro-